Closing prayer

Risen Christ, you are with us in the locked rooms of our lives, blessing us with peace & breathing the Holy Spirit in and through us.
May that same Spirit flow from us through our homes and neighbourhood so that your love for all people is evident in our lives. Amen
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This short act of worship has been prepared for us to worship together as we are unable to attend church. We may be sitting in our own homes, but we are not only coming together as members of Fleet and Beacon Hill United Reformed Churches but warmly welcome anyone who comes across this service and also joins us to worship.  Let’s spend a few moments with God, knowing that other people are sharing this act of worship with us.

Opening words
The risen Christ meets us at the tomb, and turns our tears to joy.
For your love and goodness we give you thanks, O God.
Christ comes through our locked doors, and turns our fear to courage.
For your love and goodness we give you thanks, O God.

Christ comes to daily life and work, and turns our doubt to new vision.
For your love and goodness we give you thanks, O God.
Prayers of Approach 

‘For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come… will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ (Romans 8:38-39) 
Let us pray together

God of heaven and earth, in these times of isolation,

apart from loved ones, distant from friends, away from neighbours

thank you that there is nothing in all of creation,

not even this virus,

that is able to separate us from your love.

 

And may your love that never fails continue to be shared

through the kindness of strangers looking out for each other,

for neighbours near and far all recognising our shared vulnerability,

each of us grateful for every breath,

and willing everyone to know the gift of a full and healthy life.

Keep us all in your care. 

Amen.    (Christian Aid: Prayers during Coronavirus)

Words of Assurance

Within every kernel of doubt, there is a spark of life and hope. 
In those times when our faith falters, 
when we cannot recognize the presence of the Holy among us, God takes our faith and transforms it, 
patiently showing us the many ways Christ walks among us. 
We are all God’s children, loved without condition, 
we live in that peace. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Reading:         John 20: 19 – 25
Margaret Armes
A few thoughts

Hymn: Rejoice & Sing 257 The head that once was crowned with thorns
You may like to sing the words, read them or listen to the hymn here 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3g_ryz_A848
Reading:
John 20: 26 -31
Brian Armes
Prayers of Intercession

As we are gathered here behind our own shut doors, with God’s presence in the midst of us, he who is and who was and who is to come, let us pray:
We bring to you, Lord God, our nation, our world;

All the areas that are fastened shut to hold you out;

All the bewildered confusion about who we are and why we are here;

All the doubts and insecurity, and all the searching for inner peace.
Silence
We bring to you our homes and families, and all the joys and sorrows of our relationships.

We bring the rooms in which we eat and work and relax; and invite you in to them all.
Silence
We bring to you, Lord, those whom life has damaged, and all who find it difficult to trust in you;

We bring you those who need refreshment and hope, comfort, healing and inner serenity.
Silence
We bring to you, Lord, the love of our hearts as we recall the extent of your love for us which understands our frailty and reaches out to us where we are.

Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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